

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF GREATER TUCSON



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 24, 2009




Arizona Inn, 2200 E. Elm, Tucson, Arizona
CALL TO ORDER:  The Annual Meeting was called to order by President Noell Rodriguez at 11:10 am.

APPOINTMENTS:  The following appointments were announced:  Parliamentarian, Gini McGirr;   Minutes Reading Committee, McGirr and Betty Bengtson; Timekeeper, Phylis Carnahan.

CREDENTIALS REPORT:  Membership Chair Virginia Burkel reported total membership at 203; members present at 42, thereby establishing a quorum.  

ADOPTION OF MEETING RULES:  A motion was made by McGirr and seconded by Bengtson that the meeting rules be adopted as printed.  Motion carried.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 2008:  Rodriguez  announced  that the minutes had been read and approved by the Minutes Reading Committee composed of Judith Ilg and Burkel, adopted by the Board, and filed as printed.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Co-Treasurer Carnahan referred to the report made available for membership review.  Since the fiscal year extends until June 30, it represents nine months of activity.  Noted was the blue copy of the tax-deductible portion of the budget in the Education Fund as submitted by Co-Treasurer Phyllis Wassenberg.  No questions were raised from the membership.  Carnahan moved and Carol West seconded that the report be accepted as printed.  Motion carried.

DISCUSSION & ADOPTION OF

1. Recommended Program:  Chair Sue Girardeau referred to the Call packet page on program and reported that the membership and board recommend retaining all present positions as well as the adoption of a new study on Charter Schools in the Greater Tucson Area.   She also stated that there are no non-recommended studies. Girardeau moved and Freda Johnson seconded the adoption of these program recommendations.  Motion carried. 

2. Recommended Budget:   Chair Carol Shearer presented the proposed Operating and Education Fund Budgets for 2009-2010 as included in the Call packet.  She stated the similarity to the 2008-2009 Budget except in the area of fundraising where volunteers are currently needed.   Shearer moved and Lu Kembel seconded the budget’s adoption as presented.   Motion carried.
3. Bylaws:   Chair McGirr reported no recommendations for new amendments at this time.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Chair Sue DeArmond presented the report as found in the Call packet and moved its adoption with the second by Myra Hopper.  Motion carried with a unanimous ballot.   The committee extended special thanks to those who served and all who will serve.

ELECTION AND INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS and DIRECTORS:   Accomplished with the passage of the above motion and a round of applause to include the following:

     Continuing Officers and Directors:


President


Noell Rodriguez

2008-2010




2nd VP Program


Sue Girardeau

2008-2010
  


Secretary


Judy Fischer

2008-2010


Co-Treasurer (Gen. Fund)

Phylis Carnahan

2008-2010


Co-Treasurer (Ed. Fund)

Phyllis Wassenberg
2008-2010


Director At-Large/Government
Gini McGirr

2008-2010

      Nominated Officers and Directors for Election   


First VP/Membership

Virginia Burkel

2009-2010


Third VP/Voter Service

Victor Bowleg

2009-2010


Hospitality


Patsy Frannea

2009-2010


Media/Community Relations
Maxine Goodman
2009-2011


Voter Editor


Lauren Miles

2009-2011


Director At-Large

Carol Dow

2009-2011

      2010 Nominations Committee: Sue DeArmond, Virginia Burkel

PROJECT REPORTS:

Library Project:  Chair Sally Davenport spoke of the fall 2008 joint effort of our League in co-sponsorship with the Pima County Public Library in locations having past low-voter turnouts.  Tables were staffed with 27 LWVGT members over a period of 15 weeks to encourage voter registration and information.  In addition, five mock elections were held.

Running and Winning Workshop:  Co-Chair Carol Dow spoke of the process involved

in organizing 100 volunteers in introducing high school age young women to the concept of engaging in the political process as candidates.  Evaluations by the participants were very positive.

Plans for a November 2009 workshop have already begun.

Kenyan Women:  Carol West spoke on the basis of her most recent trip to Kenya of the progress being made at the women’s clinic in Garissa with the donation of $250 to the pharmacy.  A future project under consideration includes helping to provide a back-up generator for the clinic.  She spoke of seeing Bishara in Mombassa, one of our visitors in 2007, and of her brochure project.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Rodriguez spoke of the full year just completed when many of the established goals were realized including more visibility of our efforts, diversity of our membership, and broader involvement of members.   A highlight was the excellent community participation at our General Meetings.

The business meeting was temporarily suspended at 12:10 pm for the luncheon and guest speaker Tim Bee.  As Director of the Governor’s Southern Arizona Office, he shared personal family information, Gov. Brewer’s Five Point Plan for Arizona, and budget concerns.  Questions and answers followed.

Resuming again at 1:20 pm, the following recognitions and directions were made:

LWVGT LEAGUER OF THE YEAR AWARD:  Marion Johnson, volunteer coordinator of the LWVGT office, as the 2007-2008 Leaguer of the Year, announced Nina Carter as the 2008-2009 honoree.  Nina’s contributions to the League have included many years as an office volunteer and an active member of the Voter Service Committee.  She received an engraved plaque and words of gratitude from all.

RECOGNITION OF OFFICE VOLUNTEERS:  A group of eight office volunteers came forward and were recognized with flowers and a hearty round of applause.  Also thanked were members responsible for our various committee responsibilities.

DIRECTIONS TO NEW BOARD:  No directions were forthcoming from the members present.

DIRECTIONS TO DELEGATES TO 2009 LWVAZ CONVENTION:  No specific directions were given to the allotted 12 delegates at this time.  Planning committee member McGirr shared details of the event to be held May 30-31 at the Tucson Sheraton Hilton Hotel and invited members to attend as observers.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 pm

Judy Fischer, Secretary

Minutes Committee Members:


_________________________________
_______________________________



Gini McGirr




Betty Bengtson

